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The rare case of 

”the 
informed 
client”

who understands that 
going green is the right 
thing to do – and makes 
good sense economically

Client asked for a ”cheap factory”, 
which means a high performance 
building because he had to foot 
the bill of operating expenses. 
40% measured energy savings & 
high staff satisfaction achieved.



Carrot & Stick



Example of

STICK
from last month Using economic 

principles to 
steer the society 
in the desired 
direction:

Making the 
green decision 
the natural 
decision

!
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Data source: Mark Z. Jacobsen, Stanford. Illustration by IEN Consultants 

100% renewables energy 
from Wind, Water and 

Solar (WWS):
The cheaper option

https://web.stanford.edu/group/efmh/jacobson/WWSBook/WWSBook.html


Transition to 

100% 
renewable 
energy
happening



Lowest Cost System 

(varies by geography)

• 3x – 5x more generation than 

existing grid

• 35 – 90 hours worth of battery 

storage

Clean Energy U-Curve (Source: RethinkX)

100% Renewable Energy System Cost

https://www.rethinkx.com/


Near-Zero Marginal Cost Surplus Energy

Clean Energy U-Curve

The ”Super Power”

SUPER
POWER

Source: RethinkX

https://www.rethinkx.com/


The ”Super Power”

THE 
PARADIGM 

SHIFT

Most of the year, there 
is an excess of cheap 

electricity

Source: RethinkX

https://www.rethinkx.com/


NEW TREND: Buildings as a Battery

BUILDINGS







Conclusions

• A combination of stick & carrot necessary + raising of 
awareness. Continued role for ESG reporting & green 
building certification

• Using economic tools to “steer” us in the green direction. 
Making the green choice the natural choice

• Moving towards 100% renewable energy incl. push for 
energy efficiency

• Grid Interactive Buildings (GIB) become increasingly 
important and profitable
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